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since those who act on their beliefs and those who are indifferent
to the matter, both these classes of people admire virtuous conduct.
But, while extolling right conduct, one must not lose sight of
the need for right belief. When one's beliefs are full of errors,
one's conduct cannot be of the best. What was wanting in the
penance practised by Ravana1 and Indrajit2 ? By showing that self-
control such as Lakshmana's3 was needed to match the self-control
of Indrajit, the Adi-kavi4 proved the importance of conduct.
In Indrajit's creed, the highest importance attached to material
prosperity, while in Lakshmana's that honour belonged to
spiritual good, and so the poet awarded victory to Lakshmana.
"Where there is dharma, there is victory", means the same thing.
Here dharma can only mean the noblest belief and equally noble
conduct.
There is a third class of persons who have no place at all in
this discussion. This is the class of hypocrites who merely profess
faith in religion, but whose conduct is nothing but outward show;
such persons have no real faith in religion. Just because a parrot
repeats the name of Rama* will it be regarded as his devotee ?
Though, of course, by comparing the sounds uttered by two parrots
or those by a parrot and a martlet, we can judge the relative value
of these sounds.
But a friend writes to say :
It was all right for the Maulana to have shown fearlessness. . . . What
has our country gained by it? The tension between the Hindus and
the Muslims has increased. The Maulana's statement that a wicked
Muslim was better than a self-controlled Gandhi pierced the Hindus'
hearts like an arrow. The Maulana has thrown a bomb over our
country.
The person who wrote this is an admirer of the Maulana and
not a fanatical Hindu. He can see the shortcomings of the Hindus
objectively. Even so, the current atmosphere of suspicion has pre-
judiced even him. I have already stated that the Maulana never
said that a wicked Muslim was superior to a self-controlled Gandhi.
He had only said that the religious beliefs of such a Muslim were
supeiior to those of a man of self-restraint like me. Between the
Maulana3 s own view and the view attributed to him by the corres-
pondent, there is as much difference as there is between an elephant
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